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EZEKIEL XXXV. 10, 11, 12. 


Becauſe thou: baſt ſaid, theſe two nations, and 
theſe two countries ſhall be mine, and we will 
eſs it, whereas the Lord was there: 
eee, as I live, ſaith the Lord God, IT gill 
even do according to thine anger, and according 
to thine envy, which thou haſt 7 out of thy 
hatred againſt them, and I will make myſelf 
known amongſt them, when I have judged thee. 
And thou ſhalt know that I am the Lord, and 
that I have heard all thy blaſphemies, which 
thou haſt ſpoken againſt the mountains of 
Iſrael, ſaying, they are laid deſolate, they are 


given us to conſume. 


HIS is the fifth time within a few 
years, when our moſt gracious Sovereign 
has called upon us to join in making our 

ſolemn addreſſes to God for mercy and protection. 

May the Lord of all incline our hearts to per- 
form the appointed ſervices of this day with a 
becoming ſeriouſneſs, and with a ſuitable fer- 
vency of devotion! 

The calls of providence to humiliation and 
prayer are now louder than ever ; and the Lord 
expects, that the earneſtneſs of our cries ſhould 


+ I riſe in proportion to the increaſing greatneſs of 

our danger. | 
We have now two potent nations to en- 
counter with ; but if the Lord is pleaſed to be 
A 2 on 
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on our ſide, * _ not be diſmayed at the 
attempts of entates upon earth to 
deſtrop us. Indes 3 the dangers which 
ſurround us, but ſurely our greateſt danger may 
be juſtly thought to ariſe from our ſecurity in 
fin : If the nation in general were once brought 
to a due ſenſe of their ingratitude, and deeply 
humbled for it, we might then bid defiance to 
all our moſt formidable enemies. 8 
War kept at ſome diſtance from us, has not 
been ſufficient to awaken us out of our ſecurity; 
but now it is approaching to our own coals, now 
it is hovering over our own borders, and (if God 


prevents not) may enter within the bowels of 


theſe kingdoms. And ſhall we yet remain in a 
careleſs, drowſy, ſleepy ſtate? If we do ſo, we 
may, ere long, politically and nationally ſleep the 
ſleep of death. - - 8 
ut may not better things be hoped of the 
Brgy Lands? The evils unto 1 we are 
expoſed, are too great to be ſlighted by any true 
abies, and hearty Proteſtants. | 
We have indeed a ſtrong and powerful fleet; 
but what will that avail us, if the hand of the 
Almighty be not with us? Many are the ways 
whereby fleets as ſtrong and potent as ours, have 
been deſtroyed, or render'd uſeleſs. The Moſt 
High, who has all the elements ſubject to his 
command, has ſometimes blown upon them with 
his wind, the ſea has covered them, and they 
have ſunk as lead in the mighty waters. Some- 
times numerous armies and large fleets have been 
ſuffered 
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ſuffered to 5 
treachery of the principal 


protection from a ſinful nation, then a ſtrong 
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thrangh the cowardice or 


ipal commanding officers. 

. The Lord is ſaid to be @ man of war, the 
Lord, Jehavah, is bis name; and when he 
fighteth for a people, they become invincible ; 
but when an angry God withdraws his aid and 


force has many a time been defeated by a weak 
one; and then, a potent people have fallen a 
prey into the hands of the moſt feeble and con- 
— invaders of their rights and poſſeſ- 
ns. | ; | 
Thankful, very thankful, ought we to be for 
the various means of preſervation wherewith 
we are richly ſupplied, from nature and art ; but 
we ſhould ever remember, that all our ſtrength 
derived from thence is no better than weakneſs, 
unleſs we are ſtrong in the power of God's 
. and have the Lord of Hoſts to fight 
r us. 

If we have not a thorough full conviction 
hereof,we muſt be very ill prepared for the ſolemn 
work of this day. Should we ſay within our 
ſelves, our own arm, or the arm of ſome foreign 
allies ſhall bring us ſalvation; if we are either 
ſelf- dependent, or rely on the aſſiſtance of the 
creature, we cannot be humble and hearty ſup- 
plicants to God for his aid and protection. 

The meaſures taken by our late diſguiſed, now 
openly declared, enemies, have indeed beena little 
diſconcerted through the kind and wonderful in- 


terpoſition 


. Exod. xv. 3. 


6 A SERMON PREACHED oN 
terpoſition of providence; but ſo far ate they 
from laying afide, that they ſeem with 'vigour to 
carry on the deſign of introducing and 
ſlavery, rapine and blood- ſhed into our native 
land. | BOY 

Some among us may be ſo blind to their in- 
tereſt, as well as wanting to their duty, as to be 
ready to countenance the attempts of a Poprſh 
Pretender ; but among the body of the people, 
has appeared a noble ſpirit of courage and zeal, to 
ſtand up in defence. of their civil and religious 
rights. If this be attended with a prevailing 
ſpirit. of repentance, we may then ſtill hope, that, 
though our dangers are not few or ſmall, yet the 
Lord has deſigns of mercy toward us, and will 
continue to be our Almighty Guardian ; and if 
the Lord is pleaſed to eſpouſe our cauſe, then 
with how much confidence ſoever any ambitious 
potentate may ſay, Great Britain, and Ireland 
are mine, and we will poſſeſs them, we may be 
aſſured that the Lord will in due time judge him, 
and deal with him according to his anger, and 
according to his envy, which be hath uſed out of 
his hatred againſt theſe proteſtant countries. 

The chapter, whereot my text is a part, con- 

tains a prophecy concerning the. deſtruction of 
the inhabitants of Mount Seir, the poſterity of 
profane Eſau, who is called * Edoam, on account 


of his ſelling his birth-right for a meſs of red 
pottage. 
Bien 


Geneſis xxv. zo. 
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Eſau was for a time grievouſly incenſed againſt 
his brother Jacob, and with much eagerneſs 
ſought to deſtroy him; but at length his anger 
was appeaſed, and he was fully reconciled. How- 
ever it appears from the ſcripture hiſtory, that the 
poſterity of Eſau were continually inveterate 
enemies unto the deſcendents from Jacob. 


The Edomites were a people, who lived in 


a country near adjoining to {/rae/, but were very 
bad neighbours, and ever ready to ſhew their 
enmity againſt them. That the children of 
Edom did not actually invade the Fews, was not 
owing to any want of will or malice, but only 
to a want of ſufficient ſtrength ; for the invete- 
racy of their malice was fully evident, from their 
behaviour towards the children of 1/-ae/, when- 
ever the latter were diſtreſſed by a ſuperiour 
power. Theſe perfidious neighbours greatly re- 
joiced over,” * baſely inſulted, and looked upon 
them with a ſcornful eye in the day of their ca- 
lamity, faying, Aha, ſo we would have it. 

The prophet Obadiah + repreſents Edom to 
be furniſhed with wiſe men, and men of under- 
ſtanding; they had among them able, crafty, de- 
ſigning politicians, who in their treaties were fa- 
mous for  outwitting thoſe, who had any nego- 
tiations with them. net 

Though Eſau had loſt his birth-right, yet his 
poſterity were ever laying claim, and making 
pretenſions to the bleſſings which he had forfeited. 
The Edomites were as remarkable for their cruelty, 
as for their cowardice. 


h : Tho' 
* Obadiah ver. 11, 12. fl ver. 8. 


miſerable vanquiſhed 
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Th they y were not themſelves able to van- 
quiſh the Feros, yet when they — * 5 
by others, we are told, by the Prophet laſt 
8 that the chidien 22 
their ſubſtance, and plundered them; — 
the croſs ways, and baſely delivered them up 
to the purſuers. Their dealing thus with a 


was ſuch an in- 
ſtance of barbarity, and ſnewed ſuch am u 


rous, daſtardly ſpirit, as cannot be rat 


without the utmoſt indignation. 


The Edomites, the treacherous 8 of 
os ate in my text deſcribed, as ol filled 
th anger, envy and hatred againſt them, as 
—— in their diſtreſs, as — coveting, and 
as preſuming that they ſhould ſpeedily have full 
poſſeſſion of, the land of — Says. Edom 
theſe to nations, and theſe two countries are 
mine, and Wwe will poſſeſs it; the - mountains 
of Iltael are laid deſolate, they are given us to 
conſume. 
When God broug -ht the Iſraelites out of 
Egypt, they were one nation, and continued to 
be ſo until the revolt of the ten tribes ; then, 
were divided into two nations, the one was 
called rael, and the other Fudah: Theſe two 
nations were envied and hated by Edom, and 
being canquered by the Chaldeans, the Edoxtites 
made no queſtion of being ſoon paſſeſſed of their 
lands: WHEREAS the Lord was _ 
Theſe Words may be inſerted to > Ove b 


\ ® Obadiah, ver. 14. } 2 Kings a 16, | 
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the confident expectations of Edom were entirely 
vain and groundleſs. They imegined that in a 
ſhort time they ſhould have poſſeſſion of Canaan, 
but they imagined a vain thing; for the Lord had 
taken that country under his patronage, -and 
would not ſuffer the bloody Edomites to accom- 
pliſh their end. 

The word which we tranſlate (whereas) is by 
ſome rendered (altho') and if it be ſo under- 
ſtood, the expreſſion is deſigned to fignify the 
horrid arrogance and impiety of the Edomites, 
boaſting, that they would not be kept from taking 
poſſeſſion of the lands of Fudah and Hrael, no, 
not even though the Lord was there, bidding 
(as it were) defiance to the Almighty. 
It is faid, in my text, That they ſpoke blaſ- 
phemies againſt the mountains of Iſrael; and in 
the following verſe they are repreſented, as mul- 
tiplying words againſt God himſelf: Theſe words 
the Lord heard, and took cogniſance of; and 
accounting them blaſphemous, he determined to 
puniſh the daring blaſphemers with the utmoſt 
ſeverity, and to deal with them according to the 
greatneſs of their envy, malice and rage againſt 
his people, the Fews. | 

The Lord aſſures them further, that when he 
had ;udged them, he would make himſelf known 
amongſt his afflicted people, (viz.) in a way of 
mercy and compaſſion. 'I am inclined to think, 
that if the Edomites at all believed the declara- 
tion of God by the prophet, the news of any fa- 
vour defigned for the Fews, whom they hated, 

B 
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muſt be unto them as grievous and tormenting, 

as the account of their own approaching ruin. 
Many uſeful remarks are deducible from the 
ſeveral branches of this comprehenfive text. I 
ſhall endeavour further to explain and improve 
the words, in diſcourſing upon ſome obſervations, 
adapted in an eſpecial manner to the preſent ſtate 
of affairs in Europe. 


I. Great and confident are the expectations, 
which God's enemies entertain of aggran- 
dizing, and enriching themſelves by the 


ruin and ſpoil of his people. 


II. The ſafety of any nation or people, ariſeth 
from the gracious, powerful preſence of 


God in the midſt of them. 


III. The malicious deſigns formed, and the 
vile blaſphemies uttered by the enemies of 
God and his church, are ſtrictly noticed, 
and ſhall in due time be ſeverely punithed, 
by him, 


IV. When the Lord dealeth with his enemies 
according to their wickedneſs, he will make 
himſelf known amongſt his injured, op- 
preſſed people, as a God rich in goodneſs 


and mercy. 


The principal branches of the text are com- 
priſed within theſe propoſitions; and I would 


3 Lope, 
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hope, that as the inſiſting upon them at preſent is 
ſeaſonable, ſo it may be in ſome meaſure uſeful. 
I begin with the 


FrasT PROPOSITION. 

Great and confident are the expectations, 
which God's enemies entertain of aggran- 
dizing, and enriching themſelves by the ruin 
and ſpoil of his people. 


When the land of Iſrael was ruined by the toad "| 
Chaldeans, then the children of Edom rejoiced t<D if 1}, 
greatly, promiſing themſelves abundance of i 
wealth and riches from thence. Say they, h/ 
two nations, and theſe two countries are ours; 
they are given us to. conſume, and we will 
poſſeſs them. The calamities, which befall the 
people of God cauſe his and their enemies to ex- 
ult and rejoice ; and the latter, are ever expecting 
and preſuming to be mighty gainers by the loſſes, 
which the former ſuſtain. 

I need not ſay, what great advantages, c our ene- 
mies are, with much confidence, expecting from 
the ruin of theſe kingdoms, : 

Not long ſince, not many weeks paſt, they 
ſcemed to have a full expectation of having this 
land in their poſſeſſion, and of having the wealth 
of it given them for a prey. We may juſtly 
ſuppoſe their minds filled with the moſt ſanguine 
hopes, of being ſoon enriched with the ſpoils of 
this land, being ready to ſay with the Egyptians, 

* 7 will purſue, I will overtake, I will 7 | 
B 2 the 


* Exod. xv. 9. 
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the ſpoil; my luſt ſhall be ſatisfied upon them ; 
T will draw my ſword, and my band ſhall de- 


roy them. This was the language of the 


Egyptians, when they were come ſo nigh unto 
the 1/raelites, as to be juſt ready to ſeize upon 
them. And may we not conclude, that the 
hearts of our peradious enemies, nigh at hand, 
ſpoke the like language, when they had ſo well 
prepared matters for a ſudden, bloody invaſion, 
and were juſt going to put the cruel deſign in exe- 
cution ? We may conceive them ſaying within 
themſelves, We will invade, we will poſſeſs, we 


will ſlay, plunder, rifle, and divide the ſpoil. 


In the words now quoted, there is ſuch a ma- 
nifeſtation of pride, malice, cruelty and cove- 


touſneſs, that it is hard to ſay, which appears to 
have had the greateſt ſway. Their aſſurance of 
overtaking and conquering, ſhews the height of 


their pride and inſolence; their ſaying, We will 


purſue and deſtroy, ſhews the greatneſs of their 
malice and cruelty ; and their declaring, We will 


divide the ſpoil, and my luſt ſhall be fatisfied 


upon them, ſhcws how much they coveted the 
ſubſtance of God's people ; their minds were in- 


tent upon, and eagerly imployed about, dividing 


the ſpoil, even before they were poſſeſſed of it. 


The enemies of a nation profeſſing to ſerve the 
living and true God, are by various motives ex- 
cited, and animated to ſeek the ruin of it; but 
their doing ſo, ariſeth principally from an hatred 


of God's ways, or from an expectation of gain- 


ing by the deſtruction of his people. The latter 


ſeems 
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ſeems to have been one of the chief motives that 
influenced, and ſtirred up the Edomites to join in 
the perſecution of the Jewiſbh nation. 
Earthly princes know not how to ſet any 

bounds to their ambitious aims, and covetous de- 
ſires. Inſtead of being content with the wealth 
and dominions allotted them by providence, they 
are ever contriving, how they may enlarge their 
territories and encreaſe their grandeur, by add- 
ing province to province and kingdom to king- 
dom, and are ſtill graſping at univerſal monar- 
chy. In the purſuit of their ambitious views, 
none of their fellow-creatures, who may ſtand 
in the way, ſhall be ſpared ; and inſtead of ſhew- 
ing pity to thoſe who profeſs a regard to the word 
and ways of God, they uſually appear moſt de- 
firous to fatisfy their luſts of pride and malice in 
the plunder of ſuch. The enmity between the 
ſeed of the ſerpent and the ſeed of the woman, 
which was conſequent upon the apoſtacy of our 
firſt parents, has in every age appeared, in the 
eagerneſs wherewith the former have perſecuted 
the latter. The children of rael were the co- 
venant people of God, and for many ages the 
only viſible church which the Lord had upon 
earth; and, if you examine the ſcripture-hiſtary, 
you will find them almoſt continually under 
_ perſecution, either from the Amalekites, the 

Midianites, Ammonites, Philiſtines, Babyloni- 
ans, or their treacherous neighbours the Edo- 
mites, who were ever ready to join with their 
moſt inveterate enemies, in their endeayours to 
lay the land of Judab deſolate. 


The 
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The inſtruments of Satan would rejoice at 
the deſtruction of a people profeſſing to ſerve 
God, if they themſelves had no proſpect of be- 
ing enriched by it; but we may be aſſured, that 
when the deſtruction of ſuch a people proves 
highly advantageous to them, their joy is pro- 
portionably encreaſed ; and it is certain, m 
never ſet about diſtreſſing and ruining a people 
with ſo much eagerneſs, as when they have. a 
proſpect of advancing themſelves by their over- 
throw. 

The Idumeans had a fruitful land of their o own; 
but as fruitful as it was, they could not be fatis- 
fied with it: Such were their ambition and co- 
vetouſneſs, that they wanted the whole land of 
e to be theirs likewiſe; and expecting to 

ve it in their hands, whenever the Jon were 
quite rooted out by the king of Babylon, they 
were the more eager in aiding and afſilting him, 
according to their power. 

To deſire the ruin of fellow-creatures, much 
more to attempt it, that we may be enriched, 
ſheweth an accurſed principle; and yet, what more 
133 among Adam's poiterity ? Whence 

as proceeded the abundance of rapine, oppreſſion 
and bloodſhed upon earth, but from this cor- 
rupt fountain, or from ſome other as corrupt as 
this? Many, both princes and people, have en- 
deavoured to deſtroy their fellow-creatures, in or- 
der to advance their own glory ; : and perhaps as 
many have done it, with a view to encreaſe their 
riches. This was evidently the caſe, with reſpect 
to 
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to the inhabitants of Mount Seir ; and that the Ty- 


r1an merchants and princes, were under the influ- 
ence of the like covetous, rapacious ſpirit, appears 
from the language of Tyre againſt Feruſalem *: 


Aha, ſhe is broken down, I ſhall be repleniſhed, 


now ſhe is laid waſte. Altho' Tyre was not actually 
concerned in the breaking down Feru/alem, yet 


her inhabitants greatly rejoiced at the deſtruction '-; 44 
of it; promiſing themſelves, that the Ay wa and 1 15 


owing 


wealth of all nations, would now come 
in unto them, and that by this means, they 
ſhould in a ſhort time ſurpaſs the Few:/b metro- 
polis in all her former glory. But the rejoicing 
of Tyre in the calamities that befel the Fes, 
was ere long turned into the bittereſt lamenta- 
tions for her own utter ruin. 

When Feruſalem was broken down, then 
Tyre ſaid, Now I ſhall be enriched ; but what- 
ever advantages ſhe might gain from thence, ſhe 
cid not long enjoy them ; for according to the 
prophecy +, the Chaldeans made a ſpoil of her 
riches, made a prey of her merchandiſe, and broke 
down ber walls. 

It is obſervable, that theſe judgements are faid 
to be inflicted upon Tyre, becauſe ſhe rejoiced at 
the fall of Feruſalem, from an expectation of 
being a gainer thereby. What tokens of the di- 
vine difpleaſure, what deſolating judgements may 
not thoſe people look for, who are indefatigable 
in their endeavours to ruin other nations, only 
with 
* Ezck. xxvi. 2. + ver. 12. 
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with a view to aggrandize, and enrich them- 
ſelves? I paſs on to the | 


| SECOND PROPOSITION. 

t The ſafety of a nation or people, ariſeth from, 
and depends upon the gracious, pow ful 
preſence of God with them. 


The Edrmites- made no no- queſtion, but- they 
ſhould ſoon be poſſeſſed of the land of Fudah; 
the height of their prefumption was equal to the 
heig ht of their impiety. Say they, wwe wil! poſ- 
hire But the Lord was there, and therefore 

ir confident expectations came to nought. 

The land of Judab was the habitation of 
God; and tho' he was pleaſed to afflict it greatly 
on account of the fins abounding in it, yet he 
would not / wholly forfake it, nor ſuffer the 
bloody, idolatrous Edomites to take poſſeſſion of 
it. Theſe neighbouring enemies of the Jews 
coveted, and earneſtly hoped ſor the land of 
Canaan, but tbe Lord was there, and diſap- 
pointed them; the Lord Jehovah was the pa- 
tron and guardian of the land of Canaan, he 

reſerved it for his people, the ſeed of Jacob, he 
had determined that they ſſiould return *, and 
poſſeſs their poſſeſſions ; and therefore the ex- 
pectations of Edom were groundleſs and pre- 
ſumptuous. 

The land, wherein God is, and which he 
hath taken under his patronage, ſhall not become 
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a prey unto its moſt inveterate enemies, any 
further, than the Lord ſhall give permiſſion. 
The Edomites ſaid, that the land of Fudah 
was given them and they would poſſeſs it; but 
the Lord had otherwiſe determined, and abode 
there to keep it out of their hands. Under this 
head it may be proper to enquire, how the Lord 
may be faid to be in any particular place, and 
to conſider the advantage ariſing from his being 
there. a L037 437 | — ' 
1. How, or in what ſenſe may the Lord 
be faid to be in any rn place? _ | 
Does not God fill heaven and earth *? Does 
not the royal Pfalmiſt 3 it as an utter ime 
pofſibility, to flie from the preſence of God + ? 
If then the ſupreme God is every where preſent; 
how can it be ſaid of him, that he is here, er 
there, or in any particular place? Does not this 
manner of expreſſion ſeem to limit, and ſet 
bounds to the preſence of God!? I anſwer, it is 
moſt certain, that the effential preſence of the 
divine Majefty is boundleſs and uncircumſcribed; 
no part of the creation, viſible, or inviſible, is 
without the eſſential preſence of God, for that 
filleth heaven, earth and hell, and extends to all 
perſons, all places, and all things. It is the ſame 
in every place, and cannot be ſubject to any di- 
minution, or change: But then let it be obſer- 
ved, that the ſcripture ſpeaks of God's providen- 
tial and gracious preſence, and repreſents him, as 
being in thoſe places, and with thoſe perſons, in 
C which, 


* Jer. xxiii. 33. f Pſal, cxxxix. 7 
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which, and towards whom, he in a conſpicuous 
manner diſplays his wiſdom, goodneſs, and other 
perfections. | 

The providential preſence of God is viſible 
in. his ſuſtentation of every creature; but where. 
ſoever the Lord does in a ſpecial diſtinguiſhing 
way manifeſt himſelf, there in a way of emi- 
nence he is faid to be; and whereſoeyer the ſpe- 
cial diſtinguiſhing manifeſtations of God's-mercy 
are continued, there he is faid to dwell and. re- 

de. 

p Thus when God i 15 640 to dwell in heaven, | 
e are thence informed, that the diſplay of his 
glory there, is moſt reſplendent and uninter- 
rupted ; and when the Lord is faid to dwell in 
Sion, and his church is ſtyled the habitation af 
his houſe, we are taught, that there he uſually 
manifeſts the riches of his grace in the plentiful 
communication of ſpiritual bleſſings. The re- 
deemed aboye are compleatly happy in the moſt 
glorious, bliſsful preſence of God; the redeemed 
upon earth are really happy in the ſpecial manj- 
feſtations of his grace and favour, 

All places upon earth experience the effects of 
his providential preſence ;. and upon ſome places 
many peculiar mercies are beſtowed; and con- 
cerning them it may be faid, The Lord was there. 
Which leads me, 

2. To take notice of the advantages ariſing 
from God's being in any particular Pace, as it 
has been explained. 
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How came it to paſs, that the land of Fudab 


did not fall a prey into the hands of Edom ? Be- 


cauſe the Lord was there. Altho he grievouſſy 
afflicted the Jeus for their ſins, yet he would 


notutterly-forſake their land; but was ſtill fo far 
preſent in Fudea, as to preſerve it from being 
ſeized upon by the enemy, who dwelt nigh un- 


to it, and they could not get it into their hands, 
becauſe the * intending that his people thould 


return and re-inhabit their country, abode iD, 


and reſerved it for them. 

The gracious, favourable preſence of God i is 
entirely withheld from ſome parts of the univerſe. 
Unto ſome it is granted in an higher, unto others 
in a lower degree, and the very ſame places and 
perſons enjoy it in a different meaſure, at different 
ſeaſons. 

The welfare of any nation, or mople. depends 
on the preſence of God in the midit of them; 
and when they have the ſpecial, gracious provi- 
dence of God to aſſiſt and ſucceed them in their 
affairs, they can't want any thing that is needful 
to render them an happy people. 

In theſe nations of Great Britain, and I 
land, we have long enjoyed the favourable pre- 
ſence of God. Many a time ſhould we have 
been ſwallowed up by our enemies, if the Lord 
had not been in the, midſt of us, and graciouſly 
appeared for us. It muſt be owned, that we 
have long ſince forfeited the national mercies ſtill 


continued to us; and that without repentance- 


and reformation 1 in all branches of the commu- 
C 2 nity, 
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nity, our danger of loſing the gracious preſence 
of God is exceeding great, muſt be apparent to 
every ſerious obſerver of things. WEESTT 
A due reflection upon the abounding of ſin 
and infidelity, may cauſe us to fear the depar- 
ture of God from this land; and wo be unto 
us, if the Lord ſhould depart from us. But let 
us not lie down in deſpair, ſaying there is no 
hope; are there not yet many thouſands among 
us, that have not bowed the knee to Baa/? Are 
there not yet many wreſtling Jacobs, who with 
much ſeriouſneſs, and the greateſt fervency, are 
pleading with God for theſe nations, that he 

would not deſtroy them? | 
A le as degenerate, and corrupt as we, 
have | Wax — and ſaved, nd chanel 
let us not deſpair of mercy. On the one ha 
to entertain -preſumptuous hopes in a wilfu 
-courſe of finning, portends the moſt fatal con- 
ſequences; and on the other hand, an utter 
deſpairing of mercy muſt greatly weaken 'the 
mind, unfit it for prayer, and diſqualify perſons 
for uſing the means ſuited for their preſervation, 
or deliverance, 5 

Theſe nations have been favoured with re- 
markable tokens of the ſpecial gracious preſence 


of God in the midſt of them. 
How was England delivered from the im- 
E ruin, wherewith it was once threaten d 
y a potent, formidable fleet, ſtyled the invin- 
cible Armada? anſwer, The Lord was tbere. 


By 
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By what means did Exg land eſcape the dread- 
ful calamities, which muſt have enſued upon the 
ſucceſs of the popiſh, helliſh plot in the reign of 
king James the firſt? anſwer, The Lord was 
_ who taketh the wiſe in their own crafti- 
How. came it to paſs, that the Prince of 
Orange ſacceeded ſo wonderfully, in his under- 
taking to reſcue the Britiſi Iſies from the Romiſh 
yoke of ſlavery ? anſwer, The Lord was there. 
How came it to paſs, that when the expec- 
tations of the enemy were raiſed to the higheſt 
pitch, his late Majeſty had ſuch a quiet, peaceable 
acceſſion to the Britiſb throne, and that the re- 
bellion ſome time after raiſed againſt him by the 
diſappointed, enraged Facobites, was fo ſoon 
quaſhed ? anſwer, The Lord was there, © 
Whence was it, that a few months ſince in the 
field of battle nigh Dettingen, amidſt repeated 
volleys, the _ perſon * our preſent moſt 
ous, an nanimous Sovereign was pre- 
— and —— of — 
cious bullets, untouched, till a compleat victory 
over the haughty ſoe was obtained ? anſwer, The 
Lord was there. 8 
I might have mentioned to the ame purpoſe, 
many inſtances within the compaſs of a few cen- 
turies; but, in a word, * — 
deep- laid plots, and vigorous efforts of hell 
Rome, 2 his prime miniſter, whence 
is it that we are ſtill in poſſeſſion of our civil 
and religious hberties, and have a 1 
˖ rince 
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Prince to ſway the Briti/h ſceptre? anſwer, 
Becauſe the Lord has hitherto continued in the 
midſt of us. 

Oh! that all ranks. of perſons among us would 
be prevailed on to break off their fins by repen- 


tance, that we may ſtill have the gracious pro- 


tecting preſence of God abiding with us. 


We are not all called to go forth to battle, 


but we are all called to implore the bleſſing of 
God, upon the armies and fleets provided for the 


ſecurity of the land; the leſs we depend upon 
the creature, the more earneſt ſupplicants ſhall 


we be unto God to pardon, protect and fave us. 
The good king Fehoſhaphat, being in great 


danger from a foreign invaſion, betook himſelf 


to prayer; and tho? he had a very conſiderable, 
well-diſciplined army, yet we find that his chief 
dependance was placed on God ® O our God, 

we have no might againſt this great company, 

that cometh againſt us, neither know we what 
to do, but our eyes are upon thee. 

The moſt potent people have no might to 
boaſt of, none that will avail them any thing, 
without the ſpecial preſence and bleſſing of God; 
and therefore the eye of faith and hope ſhould. 
be ever up unto him. 

If the Almighty be on our ſide, and vouchſafes 
to be ſtill graciouſly preſent with us, we need 


not be diſmayed at all the attempts of earth and: 
hell to deſtroy us. Should the Lord be provoked 


by our fins wholly to depart from this land, 
what calamities may we not fear ? 


* 2 Chron, xx. 12. 


But 
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But if the God of Jacob continues our guar- 
Jian: and our refuge, we may then be red 
that hell and Rome, and all the powers of dark- 
neſs ſhall plot, and foam, and rage in vain, I 


pais on to the 


Turns PROPOSITAQN. 
The malicious, envious deſigns formed, and 
the blaſphemous words uttered by the ene- 
mies of God and his church, are ſtrictly 
noticed, and in due time ſhall be puniſhed 
by him with the utmaſt ſeverity, 


The blaſp hemies ſpoken by Edom againſt-the 
mountains of Iſrael, are ſu bd 15 — been 
ſpoken againſt God himſelf, 

Judab in the day of her calamity was inſulted 
by the profane Edomites, who, tis thought, 
might. be ready tauntingly | to ſay unto her, What 
is now become of your famous city? Where is 
now your magnificent ſtately temple ? Where 
are all the cattle that fed upon theſe mountains? 
Where is now your God, the God in whom e- 
truſted ? In this or the Iike manner, may we 
ſuppoſe them to ſpeak blaſphemouſly, imagining, 
that the God of Jacob did not regard what they 
ſaid : But they were miſtaken ; the Lord heard, 
and marked all the hlaſphemies ſpoken by them, 
and was likewiſe acquainted with all their evil 
intentions. He knew that whatever they had 
done againſt Judah, proceeded from a Gi it of 
envy, rage and hatred, and he was determined 
to puniſh them accordingly, [3 

The 
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The deſcendents from E/au thought that 
d S gn, by keeping them out of 

ir right, and being hence grievouſly enraged, 
were ever ſeeking to be revenged. They envied 
the children of rae! in a time of proſperity, 
triumphed over them in a ſeaſon of diſtreſs, and 
in whatever ſtate the Jews were, they were hated 
and malign'd by the inhabitants of Mount Seir. 
The Lord knew all this, and it was his gracious 
deſign to puniſh them according to their anger, 
envy, and againſt his people ; and if their 
puniſhment was to bear a proportion to thegreat- 
neſs of their anger, envy and hatred, it muſt be 
ſevere and terrible beyond expreſſion. That 
there was no poſſibility of their eſcaping this 
puniſhment, is apparent from the word and the 
oath of God; As } tive, ſaith the Lord God, I will 
4 fa unto thee, O Mount Seir, and thou ſhalt 
then know, that I am the Lord, Jehovah, whoſe 
power is invincible, and whoſe authority is un- 
controulable. 

To apply theſe things to the caſe betwixt us 
and our neighbouring enemies. Their enmity 
unto theſe proteſtant countries has been ever 
the fame, and it lately has been afreſh declared 
with the moſt pompous language, which malice 

and inſolence could dictate. Our moſt gracious 
Sovereign has from the throne declared, that 
the enemies of our pun have long aſpired at 
the univerſal monarchy of Europe, and envied 
the liberty and flouriſhing condition of his king- 
dorns in parti - and the truth hereof muſt 
be very apparent to all impartial obſer vers. 


Indeed 
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Indeed the ſoreſt immediate vengeance is due 
to us for the ſins that abound among us, but 
in endeavouring to defend ourſelves againſt the 
attacks of an unprovoked adverſary, we are ſurely 
engaged in a juſt cauſe, and therein may pray 
that God would ſend us roſperity. 

If palpable breaches of the moſt ſolemn treaties, 
if the eſtabliſhing idolatry by law, if the moſt 
cruel outrages, and vileſt barbaritics committed 
or contrived againſt the innocent; if theſe, and 
many other things which might be mentioned, 


expoſe a people to the judgments of heaven, may 


we not have ſome room to hope, that a righteous 
God will ariſe and plead our cauſe againſt the 
treacherous, blood-thirſty idolaters, that are riſen 
up againſt us. 

Great Britain's negle& and abuſe of goſpel- 
light call for the deepeſt humiliation, and on ac- 
count of our heinous ſins, it is certain, the Lord 


may juſtly pour out upon us the ſevereſt ca- 


lamities ; but as we are a people called by the 
name of Chriſt, and as in the midſt of, all the 


impiety and infidelity abounding in the land, 


there is ſtill ground to hope, that a conſiderable 
number of real Chfiſtians are to be found among 
us; may we not pray, and pray. in hope, that 
the Lord would not give up theſe nations as a 
prey into the hands of thoſe, who adore an Idol 
of their own making, and hate the pure uncor- 
rupted goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt? | 
Tiis true, the vileſt have been made * of 
by God, as rods of his indignation to correct His 
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revolting people: The king of Aſhyria was made 
uſe of for this parpors, with reſpect to the back- 


other princes, as wicked as he, 


land. But howſoever the Lord may ſee fit to 
deal with us for our ſins, yet our perfidious Edo- 
mites may be aſſured, that a juſt God will not 
fail doing to them according to their anger, and 
according to their envy, which they have uſed 
out of their hatred againſt theſe nations. 

When the A/yr:an tyrant, the rod of God's 
anger, had, contrary to his own intention, done 
the Work which the Lord had defigned for 
him, then he himſelf was deſtroyed. I paſs on 
to conſider the 


FouRTH PROPOSITION. 

That when God dealeth with his enemies 
according to their wickedneſs, he will 
make himſelf known among his People, 
as a God rich in goodneſs and mercy. 


Saith the Lord in my text, I will make my 


ſelf known among them, i. e. the people of Zion, 


when IT have judged thee, i. e. the poſterity of 
Edom. 
The inſulting perſecutors of God's church 


ſhall ſooner or later be judged, condemned and 
deſtroyed; and then the time to favour Zion, 
even the ſet time is come. 
When the Jews were in the deepeſt diſtreſs, 
the children of Edom (as has been noted) in the 
' ere cruelleſt 
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cruelleſt manner inſulted them, and added af. 
fliction to affliction. Some time after, the moſt 
holy God, to whom vengeance belongeth, ſe- 
verely puniſhed the Idumean mockers and per- 
ſecutors for their injurious, barbarous treatment 
of the Fews, and then he comforted his af- 
flicted, diſtreſſed people. | 

We learn from the cxxxviith Pſalm, that 
when the T1/raelites were captives in Babylon, 
they met with the moſt opprobrious language, 
and ſcornful uſage from their proud oppreſſors, 
who, with an impious ſneer, would be calling 


upon them in their bondage, 7 fing them one of 


the Songs of Zion. 
Theſe inſulting enemies of the Jeus, received 
at length a ſuitable and moſt dreadful puniſh- 
ment from the God of Jacob, they were deſtroy- 
ed by the Medes and Perfians, even without any 
pity, Jai. xiii 18. And if you look to the begin- 
ning of the xivth chapter F, you find an account 
how the Lord did then deal with his people ; 
the Lord had then Mercy on Jacob, and ſet 
them in their own land : They did then rule 


over their oppreſſors, and in that day had reſt 


given them from their ſorrow, fear and hard 
bondage. 


The eus were in the firſt place ruined by X 
the Babylonians ; afterward we find, that the 


deſtruction of the Babylonians was  attend- 
ed with the compleat deliverance of God's 
people the Fews ; and it ſeems, that the op- 
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2 Babylonians were deſtroyed, becauſe 

had mercy in ſtore for his people, and 
intended, through the ruin of their enemies, 
to bring about the deſigns of his mercy towards 
them. To give you an inſtance or two of the 
ſame kind: The ſeed of Jacob for many years 
were under cruel bondage in Egypt ; at length 
the God of Jacob having judged, and con- 
demned the Egyptians, brought forth his people 
with an high hand out of the houſe of bondage, 
and conducted them to the land of Canaan, a 
land flowing with milk and honey *. 

pt was moſt infamous for the groſſeſt 
kinds of Idolatry, and for the moſt cruel o 
reſſion. The ancient Jews found it to be ſo; 
ut when the Egyptians were overthrown, the 
ery of God not only obtained a deliverance, 
ut alſo partook of the divine favour in an emi- 
nent degree. 

In the days of the good king Hezekiah, Sens 
nacherib in the vileſt manner inſulted the Fews, 
and took the largeſt liberty in belching out his 
blaſphemies againſt the God of heaven ; here- 
upon the Lord ſent an angel from heaven to de- 
ſtroy his formidable army, and ſhewed at the 
ſame time his ſpecial regard to his people the 
Jeus, by adding fifteen years to the life of their 
moſt excellent king +. 

The Lord is ever rich in mercy unto his 
people. He may vi/it their tranſgreſſions with a 


rod, but be will not take his loving-kinaneſs from 
them, 


Acts vii. yer. 7, f Ifai. xxxvili. 5. 
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them. He corrects them for their profit; and 
becauſe he has a peculiar affection for them, he 
makes them ſenſible of the evil of ſin, by the 
temporal evils which he inflicts upon them. 
The inſtruments uſed by divine providence in 
the puniſhing of God's revolting people, may 
do what they do, merely out of -hatred againſt 
them, and may intend nothing elſe but their ut- 
ter ruin, and therefore Gad will deal with thoſe 
enemies of his church accordingly in a way of 
judgment ; and when he has judged them, he 
will make himſelf known among his people in 
a way of grace and mercy; and it ſhall then 
appear to themſelves and others, that they are 
indeed the objects of his ſpecial regard and care. 


Several hints of a practical nature, ſuited to 
the preſent occaſion, having been interſperſed 
throughout the whole diſcourſe, I ſhall conclude 
with little more than mentioning a few infe- 
rences, that may be deduced from the ſeveral 

rts of it. OE” 

1, Is it the character of profane Edomzrtes, 
to rejoice in the afflictions of God's people, and 
to do what they can to encreaſe their troubles? 
Then it is apparent, that they who are of a 
perſecuting ſpirit, and are vehemently bent upon 
deſtroying thoſe who profeſs to fear and ſerve 
God, have nothing of. true religion in them. 
They cannot be the ſervants of an holy God, 
but muſt be numbered to another maſter, even 
Satan, who is ever ſeeking whom he may de- 


your, 
| What 
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What then ſhall we think of thatdarge eccle. 
fiaſtical body, who ſtile themſelves the only s 


the utmoſt propriety may be faid to be drunk 
with the blood of the ſaints? Such a church can 2 
{urely be no other than a ſynagogue of Satan. h 

2. Does the ſafety of a people ariſe from their C 
having the preſence of God with them? Then T 
| how importunate and fervent ſhould we all be in { 
112 our prayers to God, that he would not forfake or 

4 depart from us? O that we had more wreſtling 7 
Facobs, and interceeding Jeſbuas, that might 0 
ſtand in the gap before the Lord for theſe king- 


| Apoftolical Church, and yet are ever endeavour. * 
ing to extirpate thoſe, ho profeſs to take their ; 
4 fich from the doctrine delivered by Chriſt, and 9 
5 His apoſtles ? | x77 | 
b Shall we think that to be the church of Chriſt, | * 

| which not only rejoiceth in the miſeries of thoſe y 
p who ſuffer on account of their faith in Chriſt, 2 
1 But likewife encourages, promotes, and even re- p 
4. = the perſecution of thoſe, who ſtrictly ad- 
j) e to the truth, as it is in Jeſus, and which with 1 
1 


65 doms, that they might not be given up into the Ly 
8. hand of the deſtroyer. | C 
4; Bleſſed be God, that any perſons of ſuch a h. 
Tl ſpirit are to be found among us. The Lord J 
14 encreaſe the number! If he is pleaſed in a plen- h. 
49 tiful meaſure to pour forth a ſpirit of grace and % 
vi ſupplication upon the different ranks of people h. 
4: among us; upon magiſtrates, churches, miniſters, t. 
4k and maſters of families, we may then hope that ſu 
at God deſigns ſtill to continue in the midſt of 
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us; and if the Lord does not remove his gra- 
cious preſence from us, it is no great matter 
who riſeth up againſt us. N 

3. Does God take cogniſance of, and has he 
determined ſeverely to puniſh the evil defigns 
and blaſphemous words of the enemies of his 
church and people? Then in the midſt of all 
our dangers, we have no cauſe to deſpond, or 
entertain deſpairing apprehenſions, ſeeing the 
declared enemies of theſe proteſtant countries 
are avowed enemies to the word of God in its 
native purity. While we adhere to the uncorrupted 
goſpel of Chriſt, the enemies of this land, as pro- 
teſtant, are in that reſpect, the enemies of God 
himſelf, and we may go to God, and ſay, Ari ſe 
O Lord, and let thine and our enemies be ſcattered. 
The infinitely wife God, knows all the projects 
that have been formed, and all the blaſphemies 
which have been ſpoken againſt our Britiſh 
Iſrael : Let us commit ourſelves, and our cauſe 
unto him who judges righteouſly, and to whom 
vengeance belongs. 

4. Let us call to mind former appearances of 
God, in behalf of theſe nations. When we 
have been brought low, he has raiſed us up; when 
dangers have encompaſs'd us on every fide, he 
has wrought out deliverance for us. When there 
has been little or no proſpe& of eſcaping, he 
has many a time come to our reſcue ; when 
there was ſcarce any eye to pity us, or arm to 
ſuccour us, the Lord has often made bare his 
arm, 


32 A SERMON PREACHED, &c. 
arm for our deliverance, and for the confuſion 
of his, and our adverſaries. _ 

If we turn from ſin unto God, we ſhall yet 
find his mercy as rich and free, and his arm as 
ſtrong and potent, in our behalf as ever. 

I conclude with the words of the prophet 
Azariah, unto the victorious king A/a, and to 
all Judab, and Benjamin, The Lord is with 
you, while ye be with him; and F ye ſeek him, he 
will be found of Te, ; but if ye forſake bim, be 
* forſale you * 
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[ 35 ] 
EZEKIEL xXii, 30. 


And I fought for a man among them, that ſhould 
make up the hedge, and fland in the 89 be- 
fore me for the land, that I ſhould not deſtroy 
it; but I found none. — 1 8 29114 4 


the Jews, his liar le, that at the 

— time that Nen them for their 
diſobedience, he ſent them prophets to inſtruct 
and admoniſh them; but we find, that even un- 
der captivity, many of them were quite regard- 
leſs both of the word and rod of God. 

The Prophet Ezekiel was remarkable for his 
intrepidity in reproving them ſharply for the 
abominations in the midſt of them, and tis 
thought, that for the freedom he took in that 
| reſpect, he was put to a cruel death by the cap- 
tives in Babylon. 

The chapter, whereof my text is a part, con- 
tains a meſſage from God concerning Judab and 
Jeruſalem; and from ſeveral verſes it appears, 
that the moral infection, which had polluted the 
Fewiſh nation, was epidemical, and extended to 
rag of higher rank, as well as unto the lower 

Ort. Mc | 
They, who waited at God's altar, violated 
his Jad, and profaned his holy things, and hid 
their eyes from the Lord's ſabbaths x. As it was 
then, ſo it is now. 

; | E 2 Many, 


O * 7: tender regard had the Lord for 


* Ver. 26. 
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Many, who were inveſted with ſome autho- 
rity, were as daring in their impieties as any 
others, and are ſaid to be ravening wolves . 
Thale' were encooraped in their wickedneſs by 
fome falſe prophets, who daubed with untem- 
pered mortar . The whole community was 
corrupted, and ſuch as had it in their power, uſed 

ion, and vexed the poor and needy T. 
Then follow the words of my text, wherein 
God is repreſented, ſaying, I looked for a man 

among them, that ſhould make up the hedge, and 
fand in the gap before me for this land, that I 
ſhould, not deſtroy it; but I found none. A moſt 
dreadful calc ! God. forbid that it ſhould be our 
caſe; we have reaſon to fear the number to be 
comparatively ſmall, yet may we not hope, that 
there are ſome ſerious, fervent Interceſſors in our 
Britiſb Iſrael to ſtand in the gap before the 
Lord for this land, that God ſhould not utterly 
deſtroy it! ? 

Such were the provocations of the ancient 
Fews, that the Lord might have ed im- 
mediately to the deſtruction of them; and yet 
ſuch were his compaſſions, that he ſeemed de- 
ſirous to have his judgments averted, through 
the interceſſion of ſore among them. 

But alas ! none were found that had an hearty 
regard for the public good, or were inclined to 
plead with God for the nation. | 

What! not one praying Maſes? not one in- 
terceding Foſhua to be found among thoſe either 


of 


2 Ver. 27, Þyer, 28. + ver, 29. 
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of high or low degree ? No ; not one. How juſt 
then would it have been in God to have taken 
immediate vengeance upon this prayerleſs body 
of people! Will any one think this Scripture to 
be of a private interpretation? Will any one 
look upon this as a needleſs warning ? Is there no 
matter of admonition for us in theſe nations to 
learn from it? Have ſo many of our interceding 
Foſhnas been removed? and are there fo few of 
the riſing generation, who ſeek the Lord God of 
their Fathers? Are all kindsof impiety rampant in 
Great Britain? And is the number of thoſe in- 
clined to ſtand in the gap, comparatively ſmall ? 
When this ſmall number is gone, is there ſe 
flender a proſpect of others to fillup their places? 
and have. we no cauſe to fear ſome awful re- 
bukes of providence ? I ſpeak not theſe things 
to diſcourage. or diſpirit you, but to wake the 
fleepy, and to — to an holy vigour in 
your addreſſes unto God, in behalf of theſe king 
doms. | 

In diſcourſing upon the words, I purpoſe to 
explain and apply the following heads. 

I, The notice which God takes of the af 
fairs of this lower world, 

II. The ſpecial intereſt which the Lord's 
people have in his regard and care; the Lord 
doth (as it were) make an hedge about them. 
III. The fatal conſequents of fin, it breaks 
down the hedge of the divine protection, and 
opens a gap for the admithon of ruin. 

IV. The manner in which the breaches made 
þy lin may be repaired and made up. 


V. 
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V. How rare it is to find any heartily in- 
clined to interpoſe their good offices, in behalf of 


-a ſinful, ſinking nation. 


* 


VI. The lamentable condition of a people a- 
mong whom ſcarce any are to be found, that are 
willing and fit to intercede, and to ſtand in the 


gap before the Lord for them. 


The enlarging upon theſe heads will (I am 
perſuaded) be deemed ſeaſonable at the preſent 
juncture. | | ; 


I. I ſhall conſider the notice which God 
takes of the affairs of this lower world. Says the 
Lord, I ſought for a man among them. 

To ſuppoſe God to ſtand in need of making 
enquiry concerning perſons and things, in order 
to his having a knowledge of them, would be 
to ſuppoſe him for a time ignorant about them ; 
and ſuch a ſuppoſition muſt be blaſphemous to 
the higheſt degree. 

When the infinite Jehovah is ſaid to ſeek for 


; perſons and things, the expreſſion muſt be un- 


derſtood, as ſpoken of God after the manner of 
men, who attain to knowledge by ſearch and 
enquiry. It is moſt certain, that as the know- 
ledge of the divine Majeſty is boundleſs, fo no- 
thing can be taken from, or added unto it ; and 
therefore, by the Lord's ſeeking for one among 
the Jews, that ſhould intercede on their behalf, 
and his finding none engaged in that work, we 
are given to underſtand, that the actions of every 
individual in the Jeuiſb nation, were fully known 
to, and diſtinctly remarked and noticed by God. 
3 Many 


Occaſioned by the deſigned IxVASTION. 39 
Many would exclude God from having any 


concern with, or taking any notice of, tranſ— 
actions upon earth; but we are aſſured from 2 
Scripture, * that his kingdom ruleth over all. iff 
If he did not take cognizance of all the inhabi- Cl 
tants, and all the affairs of the world, it would: * "7 ili 
be impoſſible that his kingdom ſhould rule over; 
all, or that he ſhould diſpoſe of all perſons and” / /- 
things according to the counſel of his will, and 
in a manner conducive to his glory, 1 

Hanani the ſeer, reproving king Aſa for re- 
lying upon the king of Syria, reminds him of 
what the Lord had formerly done for him, 
while he truſted in God; and then adds, The 
eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the 
whole earth F. Oh 

The eye of divine providence is quick-ſighted, 
it runs to and fro through the whole earth : 
There is no corner of the world concealed from 
it; all perſons and things, all actions and events, 
come within the reach of its inſpection and cog- 
nizance. Some of our modern free-thinkers (as 
they affect to be called) may in a jeſting man- 
ner refer us to thoſe words of the Pſalmiſt, I the 
heaven, even the heavens are the Lord's; but 
the earth hath he given to the children of men. 
And hence they may pretend to argue, that God 
having given the. earth to the children of men, 
he will take no notice of any thing done in this 
lower world. O vile perverſion of Scripture | Let 
ſuch profane mockers know, that tho' the earth 

| may 
* Pal. ciii. 19. + 2 Chron, xvi. 7, $, 9. + Pal. cxv. 16. 
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may be ſaid to be given to the children of 
men, as .it was made for their uſe; yet the 
Lord is proprietor of it in chief, and all the 
inhabitants of it are accountable to him for the 
manner in which it is uſed by them. 

The Pſalmiſt declares, That he eyes 4. the 
Lord hehold, and his eye-lids try the Children of 
men * That tbe Lord looketh from heaven, and 
beboldetb all the fons of men; that from the place 
of his habitation, he looketh upon all the inhabi- 
tants of the eartb Þ. | 

That the afflictions which the ſeed of Jacob 
endured in Egypt, were taken notice of by God, 
is evident from his own declaration to Meofes, in 
which the Lord fays, I have ſurely ſcen the 
affliction of my people in Egypt, and have heard 
their cry JF. | | 

When Rad-/oateb by word of mouth, and 
the king of Aria bis maſter by letter, had 
blaſphemed the God of Vrael, Hezekiah ſpread 
the caſe before the Lord; and the Lord ſoon let 
him know, that he took notice of the outrage of 
the blaſpheming tyrant ||. Says the Lord by the 
prophet Jaiab, with reſpect to the haughty 
laſphemer, I know thy abode, and thy going out, 
and thy coming in, and thy rage againſt me. 

All the deſigns and machinations of the A 
ſyrian prince, all his motions and marches back- 
ward and forward, and all hisrage againſt the Lord 
and his people, were fully known to God, * 


* Pfal. xi. 4. ; Pal. xxxiii. 13, 14- + Exod. iii.. 
4 2 Kings xix. 27, 6: 7, "40 


Occafioned by the deſigned IxVAS1JN. 41 
he well knew how to diſappoint and confound 
him, as clearly appears from the ſubſequent parts 
of the hiſtory. 

As all evil words and actions are obſerved and 
abhorred by God; ſo on the other hand, the 
Lord takes cognizance of, and is well-pleaſed 
with, the good words and works of his people, 
as might be ſhewn from a variety of ſcripture- 
inſtances. | 


The conſideration of God's taking an exact 


notice of all perſons and things, may be highly 
uſeful to deter the wicked from a courſe of fin, 
and to encourage believers in the ways of godli- 
neſs, But I paſs on, under the ſecond head, 


IT. To confider the ſpecial intereſt, which 
the people of God have in his regard and care. 


The Lord does (as it were) place an bedge 


about them. The fimilitude here uſed is taken 
from gardens, vineyards, and other incloſures, 
which are preſerved from miſchievous beaſts by 
the hedges made about them. | 
There is a plainneſs in the metaphor, which 
may render the thing here intended by it obvious 
to any common capacity; and there is an energy 
in the ſimilitude, as it is here applied, which 
may well be admired by the learned and in- 
genious. | 


The metaphor may be applied to the divine. 
protection, wherewith particular perſons, or a 


body of people, are favoured, 
y or people, 8 mY 


— — 
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The God of all grace has a peculiar regard to 
the preſervation of every one of his faithful ſer- 
vants, 

The father of Jyes ſpoke it with an ill deſign, 

but he ſpoke true, when he ſaid that God had 
made an hedge about Job, and about all that be 
had on every de. His perſon, family and ſub- 
= .. _ ſtance had ſuch a thick compleat hedge, i. e. 

they were fo well guarded and ſtrongly defended 
by the powerful hand of divine providence, that 
Satan could find no way to hurt him, or any thing 
which belonged to him: But no ſooner did the 
Lord permit that evil one to afflict his ſervant, for 

the trial of his faith and other graces, than he 
made fad havock of his ſubſtance and —_ 


th 5" 1 that 3 believers, and all that be- 


1 & Jong to them, are under the ſpecial protection 
1% r of the Almighty. 

| ou The 
1 * Job i. 10. 
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The means whereby believers are ſecured, are 
various; but they are all by the appointment, under 
the direction, and dependent upon the influence of 
him, who is the King of kings, and who worketh 
all things according to the counſel of his own will. 

The words of my text have an immediate 
reference to a body, or community of people, 
that have an intereſt in the ſpecial favour of 
The Jewiſh nation were a people highly fa- 
vour'd, the Lord himſelf calls them his vine- 
yard, Many great things was God pleaſed to 
do for them; while the reſt of the world re- 
mained in an uncultivated ſtate, the children 
of Jrael had many diſtinguiſhing mercies be- 
ſtowed upon them, and in ſeveral reſpects might 
be ſaid to be God's peculiar people, or metapho- 
rically his vineyard. The maſter, or owner of this 
vineyard, in the fifth chapter of Jaiab *, enu- 
merates the things he had done for it. According 
to the account there given, it was ſituated on a 
very fruitful hill, and was well fenced, the ſtones 
were gathered out of it, the choiceſt vine was 
planted in it; in the midſt thereof ſtood a tower, 


and alſo a wine-preſs was made therein: Sure 


never could any vineyard upon earth be better 
taken care of ; what more could have been done 
to it, than what was done? And you may ob- 
ſerve, that among other things which were done 
for this vineyard, the Lord had fenced it, placed 
an hedge, or made a wall about it, and fo 
F 8 guarded 

* Ifaiahv, 1, 2. 
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guarded it againſt any injuries to which it might 
be expoſed, from an invaſion out of the foreſt. 
The Jewiſb church and nation was a vineyard 
well fenced, the Lord God took them under his 
ſpecial protection, and it was impoſſible that any 
tal deſtructive inroads ſhould have been made 
upon them, if by their own wickedneſs they 
had not themſelves thrown down the fence his 
providence had made about them. | 
The Lord gave them a ſpecial revelation of 
his will, appointed them a pure way of worſhip, 
and ſent them many good prophets and princes ; 
theſe were to be as an hedge unto them for their 
ſafety, and under ſuch a protection of divine ap- 
pointment, they would ever have continued ſafe 
and happy, if they had not rebelled againſt the 
Lord their God, and provoked him to ſuffer 
their enemies to war and prevail againſt them. 

But of theſe things I may ſpeak more largely 
under a following head. To cloſe this; were the 
Jewiſh people God's vineyard ? Were they taken 
under his ſpecial protection? And may not the 
ſame be ſaid, concerning the Britiſb Iflands ? 
Has not the Lord given us the goſpel, and or- 
dinances of Chriſt in their purity ? Have we not 
ſhared plentifully in his ſpecial favours ? 

Has not God often appeared as a wall of pro- 
tection round about us? Has he not watched 
and rejoiced over us to do us good? Have we not 
been hitherto preſerved by many extraordinary 

interpoſitions of providence ? 


Have 


ms Wa, 2A Ky 
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Have we not again and again by our national 
ſins forfeited the divine protection, and cauſed 


our fence to totter? Vet the Lord has hitherto 
ſtood by us, and continued a God of ſalvation 
to us, 2 = 

Paſt appearances of God in our behalf ſhould 
be remembered with hearts full of gratitude ; and 
preſent danger ſhould excite us all to break off 
our ſins by repentance, that our national fence 
may not be wholly taken away, and that we 
may not become a prey to the malice and rage 
of any inſolent and bloody invaders. I paſs on, 
under the third head 


III. To conſider the fatal conſequents of ſin in 
the preſent ſtate: It breaks down the hedge 
of the divine protection, and opens a wide gap 
for the admiſſion of all manner of afflictive 
penal evils upon earth. 


That I may diſcourſe on this head in a man- 
ner adapted to general uſe, I ſhall conſider it 
with ſome latitude, and ſet before you 'the de- 
ſtructive nature and conſequents of fin, with re- 
ſpect to particular perſons, families, cities, 
churches, and nations. 

1. With reſpect to particular perſons. 

That the ſins of particular perſons unrepented- 2 
of, render them obnoxious to everlaſting miſery ; 
and that ſuch as die in their ſins, ſhall be pu- 
niſhed with eternal death, is an awful truth 
often aſſerted, and much infiſted upon in Scrip- 


ture. 
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ture, But T am now ſpeaking of the fad con- 
ſequents of ſin, as it expoſeth perſons to many 
tokens of the divine reſentment and diſpleaſure, 
upon earth. De 2! VT 
Some, that have been guilty of preſumptuous 
ſins, have been recovered, and eventually faved, 
who nevertheleſs have been ſorely corrected for 
them in the preſent ſtate: Though they were 
not utterly, finally excluded from the ſaving 
benefits ariſing from an intereſt in the loving- 
kindneſs of the Lord, yet their partial apoſtacies 
from God have been followed with thoſe marks 
of his diſpleaſure ; and their departures from him 
through remaining unbelief have ſometimes 
opened ſuch a gap for the entrance of temporal 
evils and calamities, that for a while they have 


ſeemed to have the hedge of divine protection 
wholly taken from them. The truth of this 


remark was very ſignally exemplified in the caſe 


of David. 

In the main courſe of his life, he approved 
himſelf a faithful ſervant of God; but having in 
two notorious inſtances offended the Lord his 
God, he was made to ſee the evil of his ways, 
and heinouſneſs of his fin in the fore calamities, 
which afterwards befel him. The prophet Na- 


than was ſent to tell him, That the word ſhould 


never depart from his houſe, and that God 
would raiſe up evil againſt him out of his .own 
houſe *. 


And 


* 2 Sam. x11. 10, 11. 


I 


Occaſioned by the deſigned IxVASTION. 47 


And we learn from Scripture, that the pre- 
diction was amply fulfilled. Amnon the ſon of 
David, defiles Tamar his ſiſter, and is ſome time 
after murdered by Abſalom. This latter, who 
ſeems to have been David's favourite child, be- 
came a traitor to his father, and endeavoured to 


dethrone him, and according to appearance was 


in a likely way to have done it. 


The father, to eſcape being deſtroyed by his 


traiterous ſon, is forced to fly from Feruſalem, 
and as he fled, he wept “. 

Thus did the Lord raiſe up evil againſt David 
out of his own houſe : and by this inſtance, we 
plainly ſee how the perſonal ſins of God's own 
people expoſe them to ſore rebukes of provi- 
dence. | 

Your own acquaintance with ſcripture-hiſtory, 
and your obſervation of providential events, will 
furniſh you with a variety of examples to the 
ſame purpoſe. | | 

Tho' the Lord will not utterly forſake thoſe, 
who have an intereſt in his eternal love; yet 
there is not one of that number, when in a way of 


preſumptuous finning he departs from God, but 


muſt expect to be taught the evil of fin, by the 


temporal evils inflicted upon him. 


2. Sin has opened a gap for the entrance of He 


many fatal evils into particular families. Has it 
not been often ſeen, that while theſe little com- 
munities have maintained the worſhip of God in 
them, they have been remarkably under the divine 
pro- 

* 2 Sam. xv. 30. Eg 
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protection and bleſſing; which yet, having after- 
ward caſt off family-worſhip, have been as remar- 
kably brought to ruin, thro'a blaſt from heaven. 

While the worſhip of God has been kept up 
among them, the Lord has continued a wall of 

rotection round about them; but no ſooner 
— they laid aſide . than ſuch 
wide breaches have appeared in their wall of de- 
fence, as have greatly endangered their total 
overthrow. | 

Such families as refuſe to know God, and to 
call upon his name, have juſt cauſe to fear the 
pouring forth the divine indignation upon them“. 
The Lord ſpeaking of any one that ſhould en- 
courage, or connive at idolatry, ſays, That he 
he would ſet his face againſt him, and his fa- 

mily T. 23 wy | 

When family-governors are perſons fearing 
God, they are a bleſſing to thoſe under their 
inſpection : But if the rulers of theſe ſocieties 
ſhew that they have no fear of God before their 
eyes, they are often inſtrumental to bring ruin 
upon themſelves, and thoſe about them. 

The Lord has threatned to ſet his face againſt 
them, and therefore there can be no room to 
expect to eſcape the effects of the divine reſent- 
ment. 

Families, as families, while they ſerve the 
Lord, may hope for ſafety from his gracious 
protecting preſence; but when they rebel againſt 

im, they break down their fence, forfeit the 


Almighty's 


N Jer. Xx. 25. 7 Levit. xx. 5. 


4 ha wall . wt EOS 7 07 1164 ins 
v* * 1 ; : * 
* K Ku 1 £4 Ml 8 hor Pr) h fe 


2. MH 


Occaſioned by the deſigned Invasion. 49 


Almighty's protection, and lay themſelves open 
to his vengeance. TER 557 
When families that once made a ſtrict profeſ- 
ſion of religion become very indifferent about 
it, they ſhall in an eſpecial manner be made to 
know the exceeding heinouſneſs of their ſins ; 
and they are often made to know this by God's 
withdrawing from them his gracious, watchful, 
protecting preſence. | 

I am ſenſible, that the words in Amos iii. 2. 
are ſpoken of the body of the Feuiſh nation; 
but they may very well be applied to particular 
profeſſing families, when they grow remiſs. in 
family duties: Saith the Lord, You only have I 
known of all the families of the earth ; therefere 
T will puniſh you for all your iniquities. 

The fins of families who have been inſtructed 
in the ways of God, and who have received 
ſpecial mercies from him, are much more heinous 
than the ſins of others, and therefore ſhall be 
the more ſpeedily and ſeverely puniſhed. And 
if this be true; what may thouſands of families 
in this land juſtly fear from a jealous God ? 


3. Let us conſider, that particular towns and ? » lll 


cities have had by ſin, fatal breaches made in 
their wall of protection. 

Towns and cities well fortified, and well fur- 
niſhed with men and military weapons, are 
apt to look on themſelves as ſecure and impreg- 
nable. The external advantages of ſuch places 
are indeed very great ; but when wickedneſs hath 
abounded in them, deſtruction has ſoon ente ted 
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in at the wide breaches made thereby, and all 
outward means of defence have then appeared of 
no force or ſignificancy. 

No *, a populous city in the land of Egypt, 
was fituate among the rivers, had the waters 
round about it, and her wall was from the ſea : 
She was ſtrongly fortified by nature and art, but 
all this could not ſecure her ; when the Lord, 
for the abominations in this city, wholly took 
away the fence of his protection, then the moſt 
woful deſolations fell upon her: She was carried 
away, and went into captivity ; her young chil- 
dren were daſhed in pieces in the ſtreets, and her 
great men were bound in chains . | 

Ni neveh is called that great city 4. 

Babylon was repleniſhed with ſuch immenſe 
riches, that ſhe is ſtyled the golden city ||. | 

Tyre is called the crowning city, whoſe mer- 
chants are princes, and whoſe traffickers are 
the honourable of the earth** And it is ſaid to 
be the renowned city, which was flrong. in tbe 
fea r: It has been deſcribed, as being a city 
built on a rock in the fea, and being encom- 
_ paſſed with waters; it was generally deemed 
inaccetliible. 

The city of Jeruſalem was in every reſpect ſu- 
perior to all the reſt, and might be juſtly repre- 
tented as the glory of all cities; for beſides the 
external advantages, which it had in abundance, 
it had likewiſe, the ſpecial preſence, the wor- 
ſhip, the ordinances, and the oracles of the 

_ 


Nahutm ii. 8. + ver, 10 + Jonah i. 2. || Iſaiah xiv. 4. 
$* Ifalah xxiii 8. f Ezek. xxvi. 17. wes - 
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moſt High God; wherefore it is ſaid by the 
Pfalmiſt & to be He perfection of beauty. 

What is become of theſe and many other ci- 
ties, which for ſtructure, fatuation, wealth, 
ſtrength of fortification, and number of inhabi- 
tants, were once molt famous? What is become 
of thoſe renowned cities, yea even of Feruſalem 
itſelf? Have they not long ſince been laid waſte, 
and made heaps of defolation? 

Babylon, and Tyre, and No, and Nineveb, 
and Feruſalem, had their times of proſperity, 
and at length were deſtroyed on account of their 
wickedneſs, Sin, the greateſt of all evils, was 
the cauſe of their having ſuch fatal ends. Here- 
by ſuch wide gaps were made in their wall of 
protection, that their ruin was inevitable. Such 
15 the malignity of fin, that the abounding of it 
indangers the ſtrongeſt and moſt wealthy cities. 

It appears from the third chapter of Nabum, 
that cruelty, falſehood, and robbery, were ſome 
of the fins which laid Nineveb waſte. The 
forty-ſeventh chapter of 1/azah informs us, that 
the perſecution of God's people, pride, and car- 
nal ſecurity were the fins that deſtroyed Baby- 
hon : And we learn from the chapter (wherein the 
text 1s) that murder, idolatry, diſobedience to 
parents, oppreſſion, extortion, lewdneſs, and 
fabbath-breaking, were the fins which provoked 
God to take away from the city of Jeruſalem 
his protection, and at length to bring utter de- 
ſolation upon it. 
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Do not theſe heinous ſins abound in the towns 
and cities of this land, and particularly in our 
Metropolis, which is famous for its wealth and 

randeur, and no leſs infamous for its deſpiſing 


the holy things of God, profaning his ſabbath, 


and for the other kinds of impiety, which were 
ſo fatal to the city of Feruſalem? 
Will it not upon enquiry appear, that this city 


deſerves at preſent no better at the hand of 


God, than Aa ay did of old? Feruſalem of 

old was declared by the Lord to be the provo- 

cation of his anger and fury, and that he ſhould 

remove it from before his face *®, And may 

not an holy God ſay the ſame concerning the 
eat Capital, and other wealthy cities in theſe 
ingdoms? 

4. Let us conſider, how much particular 
churches have ſuffered through the fatal breaches 
made by ſin. 

God ever had from the beginning a viſible 
church upon earth, and heever will have one unto 
the end of time; but it is evident from ſcripture 
and experience, that particular churches, which 
are parts of God's univerſal, vifible church, may 
degenerate, decay and periſh, 

Particular churches are liable to fall into er- 
rors, ſchiſms, corruptions and profaneneſs ; and 
when theſe things abound in == they are in 
the utmoſt danger of being ruined by a re- 
- moyal of the divine protection from them. 

Sin 


fer. xxxii. 31. 
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Sin has made woful breaches in religious ſo- 
cieties ; and for want of repairing thoſe breaches, 
they have at length iſſued in their deſtruction, | 
The many diviſions that prevailed in the church 
at Corinth, were of moſt fatal conſequence un- 
to It, 

The ſeven churches in Ajia, unto whom ſeven 
Koa are directed from heaven, were once of 
very conſiderable note; but having apottativied, 

are long ſince funk and loſt. 

The church at Epheſus left her firſt love *. 

The church at Pergamos was tainted with the 
impure doctrine of the Nzcolaztans 
The church in Thyatira was ſeduced by the 
teachings of Fezebel |. 

The church in Sardis had a name that ſhe 
lived, and was dead ++. 

The church in Laodicea was lukewarm; and 
though ſhe thought herſelf to have need of no- 


thing, yet, in the judgment of Chriſt, was 
wretched, and miſerable 1. | 


Theſe churches becoming degenerate,” were | 

forſaken of God, and being caft out of his pro- Il 

vidential care, they ſoon periſhed. lj 
It appears from the ſeveral charges, which 

Chriſt brings againſt the Afiatick churches, that | 

different churches have ſins peculiar unto them. | 
Decays of faith and love, unfruitfulneſs in good Cato 

works, deadneſs and formality in worſhip, want Al 

of delight i in and zeal for God, inteſtine divi- 

ſions, and a conformity to the evil cuſtoms of the 


World, 
Rev. ii. 4. f ver. 15. + ver. 20. ff ili. 1. 4 ver. 15. 
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world, are ſome of thoſe ſins whereby wy 
churches have been entirely ruined. 

If it be ſeriouſly conſidered, how much of 
theſe things prevails among them who in this 
land profeſs themſelves to be the churches of 
Chriſt, may it not be feared that the preſence of 
God is withdrawing from them ? And ſhould the 
Lord depart, then their total * is unavoid- 
able. 

The Fewiſh church was the aid y viſible 
church which the Lord had upon earth, for 
many ages. Having in the groſſeſt manner cor- 
rupted his worſhip, the glory of the Lord at 
length wholly departed from it, and having loſt 
the divine protetion and preſence, it became no 


church. 


The churches in Jugea, planted by the 
Apoſtles, are buried in obſcurity; and though 
the churches of Chriſt in Great Britain have 
long been preſerved by an almighty power, yet 
being for the moſt part ſadly corrupted, they 
ſeem in great danger of utter ruin. 


„ 4 7e „ 5. Let us conſider the fatal conſequents of 


ſin, with reſpect to particular nations. 
The Lord God, by the Pfalmilt is faid to be, 


the gavernour among the nations . 
The proſperity and adverſity, the riſe and over- 
throw of any nation, are not the effect of meer 


chance, but come to paſs according to the ap- 
intment of God, who pulteth down one, and 


ſetteth up ansther +, as ſeemeth good in his 


fight, 
| National 
* Pal, xxii. 28. + Pfal. Ixxv. 7. | 
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National ſins, perſiſted in, open ſuch a wide 
gap for the admiſſion of all manner of national 
calamities, that, without a national repentance, 
there ſeetns to be no proſpect of eſcaping divine 
vengeance. . Have ye not heard of, have ye not 
known; a kingdom and nation ſeverely puniſhed 
and even deſtroyed, for the wickedneſs of thoſe 
that have dwelt therein ? 

The prophet Micah ſpeaks of a lands being 
deſolate, becauſe f them that dwell therein, for 
the fruit of their doings *. Storms and wars 
make breaches in the ſtrongeſt and ſtouteſt walls; 
in like manner, ſin makes fatal breaches in a 
moſt flouriſhing, potent, ſtate and nation. 


The prophet Jaiab, in the thirtieth chapter 


of his book, gives a deſcription of the profane 
Jeus, ver. 9, 10, 1 1. and fays, that they were 
a rebellious people, lying children, that would 
not hear the law of the Lord, but deſpiſed his 
word, and truſted in oppreſſion, Now, mark 
their doom, ver. 13. Therefore this iniquity ſhall 
be unto you as a breach fwelling out in a high 
wall, whoſe breaking cometh ſuddenly at an 


inſt iſtant, 


The Jewiſb nation was diſtinguiſhed from alt 


the world by many peculiar mercies vouchſafed 
unto them, and FA ſadly diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves, by the many enormouscrimes that prevailed 
among them; hereby their fence was ſo much 
ſhattered, that calamitous evils were often ruſh- 
ing in upon them, and at length the hedge of 
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their protection was ſo battered down by their 
| heinous impieties, that a total end was put to the 
Jewiſh polity and government. 
Are not the moſt provoking fins to be found 
| *, among us, even among us in this land, againſt 
8 A, the Lord our God? and have we not thereby 
. © © again and again forfeited his protection? 

+«/7,44 How much do the vileſt oaths and impreca- 
A tions abound among all forts of people, even thoſe 

= A a higher, as well as thoſe of a lower rank ? 
Ho ſecure, and audacious in ſinning, are the ge- 
5 , nerality even under the loudeſt warnings of pro- 

£ ,vidence ? What an open contempt is caſt upon 
the Spirit of God in all his gracious operations? 


"5 How much is even the form of religion baniſhed 

. 7 from many parts of the land? And how much is 

* the power of it loſt, where the form may in 
ſome meaſure be retained ? 

Do not the groſſeſt immoralities of every kind 
reign and triumph ; and are they not encouraged 
by many who are appointed to reſtrain and 
check them ? Can we ſeriouſly think on theſe 
things, without being ſenſible, that the land is in 
no ſmall danger of ruin from the wide breaches 
our iniquities have made, and are ſtill making in 
our wall of protection? 

Before I cloſe this head, I would obſerve, and 
defire it may be obſerved, that thoſe fins may 
be called national fins, which are predominant 
among the body of a people, and in the guilt of 

which ſome of all ſorts and degreesare ſomewhat 
concerned. When fins are ſaid to be national 


fins 


K 
* 
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ſins, it is not ſuppoſed that every individual is 
perſonally guilty. Were it ſo, the deſtruction 
of this land would be as unayoidable/as that of | 
Sodom, wherein ten righteous perſons were not 1 
to be found. | 
- Thoſe ſins. may be faid to be national fins, 
whereof the major part of a people are perſonally 
guilty, and which are not diſcountenanced by 
perſons, according, to their ſeveral. ſtations, and 
in lamenting which ſcarce any are heartily en- | 
gaged. The perſonally guilty in this land muſt 
be owned to be a great multitude ; but then it. | 
ſhould be remembered, that whoſoever do not " 
hinder and prevent. fins i in others, ſo far as their 
duty leads and power reaches, are in ſome mea-* \,, || 
ſure concerned in the guilt of them. And the 
like may be ſaid of thoſe who do not mourn for 8. 
the ſins which they cannot prevent. Who then 
among us can look upon ourſelves wholly uncon- 
cerned in the guilt of thoſe fins which are pre- 
dominant in the midſt of us, and which expoſe 
us, as a national community, to divine ven- 
geance ? 
: I ſhall now procecd, under the fourth general 
dead, 


IV. To conſider the manner in which the 
fatal breaches made * ſin, may be repaired and 
made up. L 
A ſinful people are in a dangerous condition, | 
but they ought not to look upon their ſtate to 


be Oe, or ' paſt all recovery. 
H It 
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It is highly offenſive to God for a body. of 
people, as well as for any particular perſons, to fit 
down in deſpair, ſaying, there is no hope, 
Particular perſons have been brought to the 
brink of ruin, and have been plucked as brands out 
of the burning. We have likewiſe read of ſin- 
ful, guilty nations, whoſe deſtruction was coming 
upon them as an armed man, that were never- 
theleſs recovered and ſaved; and therefore while 
we are lamenting perſonal and national ſins, let 
us not deſpair of divine mercy. SE 
When the Lord fays in the text, that he 
ſought out for one among the Fews, that ſhould 
make up the hedge, it is plainly implied that 
tho' the damage done unto it was great, yet not 
ſo great as to be irreparable. May we not hum- 
bly hope, that the breaches made by our ſins, 
tho' very wide, yet are not ſo wide but there 
is ſtill a poſſibility of repairing them? Yes, 
verily, If we turn unto the Lord by true re- 
pentance, we may ſtill hope and truſt, that the 
breaches made by fin may be made up, and that 
iniquity ſhall not yet prove the utter ruin of theſe 
nations. | N 
All pretenſions to human merit are quite op- 
polite to the word of God; but it is moſt cer- 
tain, that repentance and reformation haveoften 
been attended with a people's obtaining delive- 
rance from impending judgments. 
When the main body of a nation have pro- 
voked God by their heinous fins, the Lord might 
immediately glorify his vindictive juſtice in their 
deſtruction. 


Occaſioned by the deſigned Invasion. 59 
deſtruction. But ſuch is the forbearance of God, 
that he waiteth to be gracious unto them; and 
no ſooner does a nation in general ſhew a real 
inclination to t and 3 but the Lord 
is ready to pardon and deliver them. When 
— national fins have broke down the hedge 
of his protection, wherewith any people were 
encompaſſed, they can have no ground to expect 
an eſcape from LG without repentance. and re- 
formation, many may be hypocriti- 
cal in their 2 ions of repentance, yet if a 
conſiderable body of people in a al are real and 
ſincere therein, it may avail to the turning away 


impending judgments, or at leaſt to the 2 4805 
ing them for a time. 


Indeed no repentance will be of advantage to H 
the eternal condition of the ſoul, which conſiſts 
not in a thorough converſion of the heart and 
life to God: But it is evident from the inſtance 
of Nineveh, and of Ahab , that a public repen- 
tance and reformation may be prevalent to the 
turning away, or to the ſuſpenſion of temporal 
calamities. 

There is a repentance, which will iſſue in 
the eternal happineſs'of thoſe who are partakers 
of that grace; and there is a public repentance, 
which may be conducive to the preſervation = 
a nation or people. 

As God 1s the ſupreme governour of the uni- 
verſe in temporal things, with reſpe& to the 
diſpenſations of his providence, in a way of mercy, 
. and 


+ 1 Kings xxl. 7 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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and in a way of judgment; ſo whenever the recto- 
ral glory of God is vindicated by a public repen- 
tance and reformation, the Lord may thereupon 
repent him of the evil which he ſeemed to de- 
termine againſt a people. In every chriſtian 
nation there is a number of profane perſons, and 
of ſuch as are true believers. | 
In a ſeaſon of public calamities, or impending 
national judgments, God calleth upon both ſorts 
to repent and reform. Many of the former ſort 
are notoriouſly wicked, and openly flagitious ; 
and all of them being under the reigning power 
and governing influence of a depraved evil prin- 
ciple, they are called to forſake their evil ways 
and thoughts, ; | 
Among the number of believers ſome are 
ſtricter in their walk, others walk more at large 
and with leſs circumſpection; but they all are in 
a ſeaſon of danger called unto repentance and re- 
formation. | 7 
Among true believers, their ſpiritual ſtature 
differs, and ſpiritual declenſions are more appa- 
rent in ſome than in others; but when the 
Lord threatens a nation with heavy judgments, 
they are all required according to their ſtate and 

condition, to repent and reform, | 
The reformation neceſſary to the turning away 
or ſuſpending public calamities, muſt be genera}, 
extending to ſome of all ſorts of perſons, unto 
magiſtrates and miniſters, nobles and common 
people, As fatal breaches have been made in 
pur wall of protection by the ſins of all ſorts, ſo 
| | it 
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it is the duty of all forts of perſons to endeavour 
to repair thoſe breaches, by repentance and refor- 
mation. . 

Families, churches and cities, and the na- 
tion in general, muſt be reformed; otherwiſe, 
our ruin may not be at a great diſtance off. 


When magiſtrates ſhall be more conſtant and Bud 
diligent in the execution of juſtice, and in diſ- - 


couraging vice; when the diſpenſers of the word 
ſhall manifeſt a greater concern for the good of 
ſouls ; when Th of families ſhall be more care- 
ful to promote religion among thoſe under their 
inſpection; when they, who profeſs to be the 
followers of Chriſt, ſhall be leſs conformed to 
the world, and more conformable to the rule of 
Chriſt's word ; when goſpel-churches ſhall ad- 
here more cloſely to the truth as it is in Jeſus; 
and when the nation in general ſhall be inclined 
to turn from fin unto God; when this happy 
period ſhall come, then ſhall we have good 
ground to hope, that the Lord our God will ſtill 
continue in the midſt of us, as our guardian, and 
almighty defender, I paſs on, under the fifth 
generalhead, '* | 


V. To obſerve, how rare it is to find any 
heartily inclined to interpoſe their good offices 
in behalf of a ſinful, ſinking nation, or people. 


The Lord looked for ſuch a one among the 
Inhabitants of Feruſalem, but found none. 


Among 
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Among all the perſons mentioned in the fore- 
going verſes, none were found that took any, 
care about repairing the breaches made by ſin; 
or that took any ſteps to prevent the ruin of the 
city, either by a perſonal reformation, by op- 
poſing the corruptions of the place, or by making 
interceſſion to God for it. N 

A rebellious nation may juſtly fear, that (if 
they repent not) the judgments of heaven will 
ere long fall upon them; and yet we find, that 
the far greater part are prone to neglect and 
{light impending judgments. Many of all 
ſorts by their boldneſs in ſinning, ſeem ready 
and forward to render the Rs that have 
been made by national fins, wider and wider; 
and few, very few, of any fort are truly diſpoſed 
by repentance and reformation, to do what in 
them lies toward making up the breaches, that 
fin has made in their =, of protection. 

The inhabitants of Great Britain are at pre- 
ſent, by providential warnings, loudly called to 
engage in a publick repentance and reformation; 
but do not all ſorts 73 among us ſhew 
a fad averſeneſs to the engaging in this My 
work ? And will it not upon enquiry be found, 
that this wretched averſeneſs among all forts to 
7 and reform, ariſeth from an high opinion 
of their own goodneſs, and from an apprehenſion 
of their being ſecure and ſafe in the enjoyment 


of their preſent temporal poſſeſſians? 


1. From 
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1. From ati high opinion which the gene- 
rality of perſons 0 * — to entertain of hel 
own goodneſs, 2 

The neceſſity of a reformation among all ſorts 
of perſons in this land is very apparent to an 
impartial obſerver; and yet few of any fort can 
ſee themſelves to have any occaſion for it. 

Aſk one fort of perſons, whether they do 
not think a reformation in the land highly 
needful? And they may anſwer, Yes, without 
doubt it is fo: Thoſe of our fort may not be 
faultleſs ; but as for ſuch and ſuch, they are fo 
notoriouſly bad, that unleſs they be reformed, 
it muſt go ill with the nation for their ſake, 

Apply yourſelf to the people fo heavily com- 
plained of, and you may find them complain- 
ing as heavily of others ; and thus while all forts 
are endeavouting to ſhift off the need of re- 
pentance from one to the other, the nation con- 
tinues unreformed, and in the utmoſt danger of 
ruin. 

If exhortations to repentance are more imme- 
diately directed to this, that, or the other fort of 
people, each of them will be ready to fay with 
the thoughtleſs preſumptuous Jews; I berein 
ſhall we return? Call upon others to repent 
and return; ſuch an exhortation may be need- 
ful enough for them, but as for us, what have 
we done amiſs? Wherein ſhall we return? Thus 
while all ſorts of people in a nation are en- 
deayouring to excuſe themſelves, by caſting _ 

oa 


* Malachi iii. 7. 
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load of guilt upon others; and while all ranks 
of perſons in a community are ready to imagine, 
that there is little or nothing among them to 
be repented of or reformed ; how can it be ex- 
pected, that any ſhould ſet about ſuch a repen- 
tance or reformation, as is needful to lengthen 
out the day of our preſervation ? ft, 
True, indeed, all individuals, or all forts of 
perſons have not tranſgreſſed in the ſame heinous 
manner; but all have ſinned enough to find in 
themſelves abundant matter of humiliation be- 
fore God; though it is to be feared, that the 
number among us who think ſo, is comparative- 
ly ſmall. 17 DONS 
Exhort the neglecters of family-worſhip to 
repent, and reform; and you may be deſired to 
direct your exhortation to thoſe who never con- 
verſe with the Bible, or pray to God. in ſecret. 
Exhort the partial obſervers of the ſabbath 
to reform; and they may tell you, that ſuch as 
ſpend the whole of the ſabbath, either in ſleep 
at home, or in the purſuit of carnal pleaſures. 
abroad, ranging the fields, or ſotting in an ale- 
houſe, ſhould have this exhortation directed to 
them. | | 
Exhort the formaliſts in religion, who think 
nothing more is needful to conſtitute a 
chriſtian, than a going at all appointed ſeaſons to 
ſome place of publick worſhip ; exhort them to 
repent, and they will ſend you with your ex- 
hortation to thoſe who ſcarce ever go to church, 
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and who ſhew, that the very appearance of re- 
ligion is their averſion. 

-  Exhort profeſſors at large to repent ; and they 
may deſire you to give this exhottation to thoſe, 
who run into all excefles of riot, and who ſet 
no bounds to the gratification of their luſts. 

Call upon the triflers with the words, faith, 
and mercy, or with the moſt ſacred names, 

God, Lord, Chriſt ; call upon ſuch to repent 

and reform ; and they _ defire you to apply 

yourſelf to the admoniſhing open notorious 
ſwearers, who in common diſcourſe are con- 

tinually belching out the moſt horrid oaths, im- 
recations and curſes, blaſpheming the God of 

eaven and earth. ö 

Exhort ſome of the moſt licentious to repent; 

and they will be ready to think the exhortation 
much more needful for others, whom they con- 
ceive to be worſe than themſelves. 
Many have ſuch an apprehenſion of their own 
goodnels in ſotne reſpect or other, as to look upon 
all exhortations to them to repent to be imperti- 
nent, and wrong applied: Others that have 
taken large liberties in an evil courſe, are yet apt 
to think that they are not fo bad as ſome others, 
who ſtand in far greater need of having the 
duty of repentance urged upon them, Hence 
it comes to paſs, that it is fo rare in a time of 
general corruption and danger to meet with any, 
who are inclined to endeavour to make up the 
hedge of a nation's protection, by a perſonal re- 
formation. 1 — 
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Though all forts of perſons may be ready in 
the general to acknowledge the nation tobe a ſinful, 
guilty nation; yet as all are back ward to own that 
they belong to the number of the ſinful and guilty, 
ſo few comparatively are to be found, that are diſ- 
poſed by repentance to endeavour to ſtop the fatal 
gaps, that have been made by national ſins. Indeed, 
if ſome of all ſorts could be perſuaded from a 
ſenſe of their own ſinfulneſs to ſmite upon their 
breaſts, ſaying, What have we done? Alas, 
what have we done? There might be ſome 
room to hope for deliverance. But while all 
ſorts are for the moſt part ſaying, with a kind 
of indignation, Are we the ſinful guilty perſons? 
Have we alſo offended God? Wherein have 
we tranſgreſſed? While this is the language of 
all forts; how ſmall a proſpect is there of ſuch 
a national repentance, and reformation, as might 
avail to the averting or ſuſpending publick cala- 
mities ? t 

2. The difinclination of all forts to think of 
repentance, may likewiſe ariſe from an appre- 
henſion of their being ſecure and fafe in the 
enjoyment of their preſent temporal poſſeſſions. 

A laviſh timidity, which debilitates the mind, 
and unfits it for duty in a time of danger, 
ought to be guarded againſt on the one hand; 
and on the other hand, a ſecure, preſumptuous 
ſpirit, at ſuch a ſeaſon, 1s equally dangerous, and 
ought to be equally avoided. This latter renders 
perſons unconcerned about the uſe of proper, 
ſuitable means for their preſervation. 


The 
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The object of defire, eaſily becomes the objeft 
of belief and perſuaſion. 


in 
1 
The continuance of preſent, temporal poſſeſ- bon 7 4 


ſions, is uſuall * much earneſtneſs deßred, . 
and we are eaſily brought into a full perſuaſionn / if 
of the certainty hof their being continued; but 
ſurely, nothing can be more fatal and pernicious, 
than a ſpirit of preſumption and carnal ſecurity. 

When Noah, being warned of God of things 
not ſeen as yet, prepared an ark to the ſaving 
bis houſe*, he gave warning to the old world ; but 
they deſpiſed him and his warning, and remain- 
ing. ſtupidly ſecure unto the laſt, were utterly 
deſtroyed by the general deluge. 

| Jeſus Chriſt foretelling the deſtruction of the 
city of Feruſalem, alludes to the ſecure poſture 
of fo world at the time of the deluge, and tells 
them, as in the days before the flood came, and 
took them all away , the world continued ſe- 
cure and careleſs, ſo it ſhould be, at the coming 
of the ſon of man, i. e. at his coming to deſtroy 
Feruſalem, And it appears from hiſtory, that the 
Jeus remained in a ſecure poſture, at the time 
when that once famous, rich and potent city was 
taken and demoliſhed. 

One + notes on the text, That the ſiege was 
laid to Feruſalem by Titus 7 eſpafian, when they 
were met at the paſſover, in the midſt of their 
mirth. | 
Their ruin was plainly foretold by Jeſus Chriſt I 
they had warning upon warning, and many 
. in the etherial regions, which preſaged 

I 2 their 


* Heb, xi. 7, + Matth, xxiv. 38, 39- + Mr. Henry, 
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their approaching deſtruction ; yet they continued 
in a ſecure, indolent poſture, and being drowned 
in ſleep and ſenſuality, they were cut off ere 
they were aware of any danger. Te” 

Babylon the great was ſtyled, the lady of king- 
doms ; and it is plain, ſhe thought herſelf to 
be ſo, for by the prophet ſhe is repreſented, ſay- 
ing, I ſhall be a lady for ever F, i. e. I ſhall never 
lo my wealth and dignity, but ſhall ever 
continue as rich, potent and ſtately a city as 1 
now am. 

But Baby/on ſoon found herſelf miſtaken, 
and was ſoon convinced of the vanity - of her 
confidence. | 
The inhabitants of this golden city, preſum- 
ing upon their riches and ſtrength, would not lay 
things to heart, but were given to pleaſures, and 
dwelt careleſly, ſaying, We are, and none elſe 
befide us ||: But, in the midſt of their ſecurity 
and confidence, behold, miſchief and deſolation 
in its perfection came upon them ſuddenly, in 
a moment, in one day. 

Nothing has been more fatal to perſons and 
nations,. than a thoughtleſs ſecurity in a courſe of 
fin and diſobedience, S160 

When a people are lull'd aſleep in eaſe and 
pleaſure, they dream of nothing elſe, but that 
to-morrow ſhall be as this day, and much more 
abundant; and while the body of a nation are 
under the fatal influence of ſuch a golden dream, 
it can't be expected, that at ſuch a time (tho 
P Iſalah xlvii. J. Tye. . I, 9. ; 
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a time of real danger) any ſhould be ready to 


ſtand in the gap to prevent impending national 
calamities. 


When ſuch a peo os hear the found of the 
warning-trumpet, and are called upon to repent 
and reform, they are apt to- 11 the « exhortatin 
to be. needleſs. 
As for them, they cannot but look upon 
things to be much the ſame as they uſed to be; 
and doubt not but they will continue the fame 
as now; and therefore can ſee no occaſion for 
the many alarms given from the pulpit and 
reſs. 

0 Let others act as they pleaſe, they will not be 
intimidated with mere imaginary dangers, nor 
ſuffer themſelves to have their reſt diſturbed, by 
any tragical account of mere poſſibilities. 

Indeed this is the language of ſome in wy 
nation; but when it becomes the lang 
of the body of a nation, in a ſeaſon of Sie 
danger, there can be little room to expect ſuch 


a reformation, as might avert the judgments 
which threaten a ſinful people. 


When ſenſuality and ſecurity have overſpread 


a national community, and when all forts in it 
ſeem to be infatuated through a ſpirit of ſlum- 
ber; what room can there be to expect that 
any number of them ſhould endeayour to ſtand 


in the breaches made 8 ſin, or interpoſe by 
prayer and otherwiſe, for r the preſervation of a 
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A people ſecure and ſafe in their oπ¼n apprehen- 
ſion, can ſee no need of a publick reformation; 
and therefore, inſtead of hearkening to the 
warmeſt exhortations unto repentance, they will 
rather treat every thing of that kind with con- 
tempt and indignation. 

How much is it to be lamented, that the 
many paſt warnings given this land have been ſo 
much neglected and ſlighted? O that the body 
of the nation might be awakened out of their 
ſecurity, and be perſuaded, by repentance, to do 
what in them lies to preſerve a ſinful kingdom 
from impending ruin * 


I paſs on, under the ſixth head, 


VI. To conſider the lamentable ſtate of a ſinful 
people, among whom none, or ſcarce any are 
to be found, that are willing and fit to inter- 
cede, and ſtand in the gap before the Lord for 
them. 


The lamentable ſtate of ſuch a people, may in 
ſome meaſure appear from what has been offered 
under the former head; but that the ſenſe of it 
may be the more deeply impreſſed upon your 
minds, I ſhall give a few additional hints to the 
ſame purpoſe. 

The inhabitants of Jeruſalem were univer- 
fally corrupt, and none appeared to make inter- 
ceſſion for them; and therefore the Lord deter- 
mined to viſit them with the ſoreſt of his judg- 


ments. ; 
Having 
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Having found none to make up the hedge, 
which. they had broken down, and to ſtand in 
the gap which they had made by ſin; therefore 
faith the Lord, in the verſe following my text, 
T have poured out my indignation upon them, 1 
have conſumed them with the fire of my wrath. 

Things future, in the writings of the Prophets 
are often ſpoken of as things paſt; and by this 
mode of expreſſion, the abſolute, infallible cer- 
tainty of the accompliſhment of Scripture-pre- 
dictions, is ſignified to us. 

Thus, when the Lord ſays, I have conſumed 
the unrelenting Jews in Feruſalem with the fire 
of my wrath, we are to underſtand him as de- 
claring the certainty of their deſtruction. 

Why was their total ruin abſolutely, irrevo- 
cably determined ? Becaufe none were found 
among them to appear, and plead in their be- 
half; becauſe .none were found among them, 
that would openly appear againſt the corruptions 
abounding in the city. 

The hedges of religion and virtue were trodden 
down by them, and none being concerned to re- 


pair the breaches, they remained in a defenceleſs 


ſtate, without any wall of protection about them. 

So general was the corruption and degene- 
racy, and ſo much were all forts among them 
infected with the moral contagion, and ſo averſe 
were they all to repentance and reformation, 
that the Lord was fully determined to pour out 
his indignation upon them, and to conſume them 
with the fire of his wrath: And it was not long 


before the awful determination was accom- 
wn 1 pliſned, 


| ' worlkipped a gp 
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pliched, as appears from the lamentations of the 
prophet Jeremiah , in which he ſays, The 
Lord bas accompliſhed his fury, be hath foured 
out his fierce anger, and hat. kindled a fire in 
Zion, and it hath devoured the. . Jorngats ons 
thereof. 
We are informed from ſacred hiſtory, that 
the interpoſition and interceſſian even of one 
perſon, hath been effectual for the turning away 
the wrath of God from a ſinful people. 
When the children of 17 ae/ had made and 
olden calf, the anger of the Lord 
was kindled — them; and we are told, that 
he would have deſtroyed them, if Moſes had not 
' ſtood before him in the breach, to turn away 
his wrath *, 
Another inſtance to the ſame G- we find 
in Numbers xvi. 41, 42. when the J1/raelites 
trod down the hedge of authority, by murmur- 
ing againſt thoſe whom God had appointed to be 
their rulers, then did the plague begin to break 
in upon them ; but immediately Aaron ſteps into 
the gap, makes up the hedge and ſtops the 
plague, otherwiſe they were all in the utmoſt 
danger of being deſtroyed by it. 
_ Happy has it often been for a finful nation, 
that in ſeaſons of imminent danger, they have 
had ſome among them to ſtand in in the gap, and 
to make interceſſion for them. 
But then, on the other hand, Wee 
and forlorn muſt the ſtate of that nation be, 
4 
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who are ſurrounded with dangers, and yet have 
none among them ſeaſonably to interpoſe, and 
deal with God as petitioning advocates, in order 
to prevent its utter ruin. As one notes on my 
text *, it bodes ill to a people, when judgments 
are N in upon them, and the ſpirit of 
prayer is reſtrained; ſo that none is to be found 
that will either give them a good word, or ſpeak 
a good word ſor them. WE: 
What can ſuch a nation or people expect, but 
that God ſhould immediately conſume them 
with the fire of his wrath and indignation ? | 
.' The Lotd has dealt ſo with many nations, 


univerſally corrupt; and what nation in the like 


ſtate, can have any room to expect an exemption 
from the ſtroke of divine vengeance ? | | 


With reſpect to the land of our nativity, I 
ſhall only propoſe the following things to your 


conſideration. +. + F 
The breaches which abounding infidelity and 


impiety have made in the wall of its protection, 


are very large and portentous. 


The divine forbearance toward theſe ſinful 


kingdoms, has 
ordinary. 


. 


been very remarkable and extra- 


The number of interceding Foſhuas among us 


ſeems to be far leſs in the preſent, than in the 
laſt age. 5 174 
As ſome of a praying, penitential, reforming 


ſpirit are ſtill to be found among us, we have 
no ground to deſpair. As the number of theſe 
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appears to be comparatively ſr ſmall, we have cauſe 


to fear as well as hope. 

The fewer are concerned to plead for this 
land, the more ardent ſhould they be in their 
ſupplications, and the more earneſtly ſhould they 
wreſtle with God, that what may be wanting in 
the number, may be made up in the vigour and 
fervency of the interceſſors and petitioners for the 
Britiſh Iſles. 

And that the number of ſuch adyocates may 


be greatly increaſed ; let us ſeek to God for a 


freſh and plentiful effuſion of his Spirit on the 
ſouls of men. 

Without ſuch an effuſion of the Holy Spirit, it 
cannot be expected we ſhould attain to ſuch a 
reformation, as may be effectual for the turnin 
away the effects of the divine wrath from theſe 
nations, To conclude, 

Are you ſenſible of the abounding of heinous, 
provoking fins, and the near approach of de- 
ſerved judgments? And are you apprehenſive 
that the Lord will ere long inflict them upon 
this land? Then prepare to meet the Lord in 
the way of his judgments, and act in a manner 
ſuitable to ſuch an apprehenſion. 

Let us all beware of neglecting the voice of 
divine warnings. 
Let us all endeavour to maintain and cheriſh 
a penitential, humble frame of ſpirit, 

Let us carefully ſearch our foam and ways, 
and labour to underſtand how it is betwixt God 
and our own ſouls, 

Let 
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Let us be deeply abaſed before God for our 
own iniquities, and let us then mourn over the 
ſins of others, magiſtrates, churches, and the 
whole people of the land of our nativity. 

Loet us be often engaged in deprecating the 
vengeance of God due unto it, and let us be fre- 
P praying, That the Lord our God would 

e with us, as he was with our fathers; and 
that he would not leave us, nor forſake us . 


＋ 1 Kings viii. 57. 
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